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Message from Staff Inspector Larry Sinclair #88 
UNIT COMMANDER OF 53 DIVISION 

 

 
Greetings, Happy New Year and welcome to the January 2009 edition of our 53 Division Community Bulletin. 
 
On behalf of our police officers, civilian staff and members of our Community Police Liaison Committee, I invite 
you to join us here at 53 Division, 75 Eglinton Ave. W. on Sunday January 11th between 12 Noon and 4 P.M. for 
our 2009 New Year’s Levee. Please join us for refreshments, presentations and some special attractions for the kids. 
The Toronto Transit Commission has kindly provided the special event bus bay, on the east side of Duplex Ave. 
south of Eglinton Ave., for parking. There will be Toronto Police Auxiliary Officers outside to assist with parking 
and traffic direction. 
 
During 2008 reported incidents of crime in 53 Division, based on the seven major crime categories, decreased an 
average of 5%. However reported occurrences of Assault increased by 17 incidents and Robbery by 8. We had one 
homicide compared with two during 2007. Although Personal Injury collisions decreased an average of 13%, 
tragically, five of these resulted in fatalities. Property damage collisions also decreased, by 4%, compared with 
2007. Please drive, cycle and walk with care and courtesy and be sure to adapt your driving style to allow for winter 
road and weather conditions. Let’s allow ourselves enough time to get to where we’re going safely. 
 
Our Divisional uniform and civilian staff look forward to working with you during 2009 to prevent and reduce crime 
and victimization even further in order to ensure that our community remains safe, secure and liveable. 
 
I bring to your attention two troubling trends that are on the increase, residential Break and Enters and ‘Warm Up’ 
Thefts. 
 
We have been experiencing Break and Enters in residences equipped with alarm systems that were not activated, or 
where doors were closed but not locked. Please ensure when leaving your home, for whatever duration, that doors 
are locked and, that if applicable, your alarm system is activated.  
 
Finally, it is very tempting during the cold weather to start your motor vehicle and return to your residence while it 
warms up. This is an open invitation to car thieves, who drive around specifically on the look out for idling, 
unoccupied motor vehicles to steal. Remember, even if your vehicle doors are locked, a competent car thief can get 
in with a ‘Slim Jim’ or other such device as quickly as you can unlock it with your key or remote. Don’t be a victim 
of a ‘Warm Up’ theft. Never leave an unoccupied vehicle running. 
 
 
Regards. 
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Staff Inspector Larry Sinclair along with members of 53 Division, 
will be hosting our fifth annual New Year’s Levee, located at 75 

Eglinton Ave West. The event will take place on  
 

Sunday January 11th  2009. 
 

Between 12:00 pm & 4:00 pm 
 

Everyone is invited to come & visit 53 Division. Tours will be held 
along with crime prevention & educational displays. 

 
Refreshments will be provided. 

 
Please plan to attend. 
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What is the Toronto Anti-Violence Intervention Strategy?  
 
The Toronto Anti-Violence Intervention Strategy, or TAVIS for short, is the plan that the Toronto 
Police Service is using to reduce violence and fear in neighbourhoods. The plan uses community 
mobilization to:  

• reduce crime and disorder,  

• make neighbourhoods safer, and  

• bring neighbours together to keep their neighbourhood safe and liveable.  

 

How does TAVIS work?  
 
Your local division is the frontline of TAVIS; all officers are involved. Your neighbourhood has been 
assigned a Neighbourhood Officer. This officer is now working with people in your neighbourhood to 
find lasting solutions to crime and disorder issues.  

The Neighbourhood Officer, community members and other service providers in the neighbourhood 
are:  

• identifying crime and disorder issues,  

• developing strategies to address these issues,  

• implementing these plans, and  

• monitoring the effectiveness of the plans.  

All officers of the Toronto Police Service, including the four Rapid Response Teams, the Toronto Drug 
Squad, the Gun and Gang Task Force, and Intelligence Services, support the divisions in carrying out 
the neighbourhood plans. 
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Neighbourhoods in the 53 Division  
 
 

Chief Blair has consistently emphasized the importance of having officers dedicated to neighbourhoods 
in order to:  

 
• build trust and strengthen community partnerships,  
• aid in the understanding of the local environment,  

• identify, prioritize and reduce crime and disorder, and  
• assist in developing solutions to reduce crime and disorder.  

 
Community members interested in speaking with their assigned Neighbourhood Officer(s) are  

encouraged to telephone the 53 Division Community Response Office at 416-808-5319. 
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Contacting the Toronto Police Service  
 

 
 

Emergencies or Crimes in Progress 

If you require emergency assistance, or want to report a crime in progress, please call 9-1-1. An emergency 
is any situation where people or property are at risk. (including but not limited to fires, crimes in progress or 

medical emergencies.) 

Non-Emergency 

If you require Police assistance, but are not in an emergency situation (e.g. Reporting thefts, vandalism, 
fraud) or for other situations where no person or property is in immediate danger, please call our non-

emergency telephone number at 416-808-2222. 

TDD (TTY) - Telecommunications Device for the Deaf 
For emergencies, dial 9-1-1 and press the space bar announcer key repeatedly until a response is 

received.  
 

The Toronto Police Service non-emergency TDD number is: 416-467-0493. 

Crime Stoppers 

If you have information about a crime that you would like to report anonymously, please call Crime Stoppers 
at 416-222-TIPS (8477), toll-free 1-800-222-TIPS, or visit their website: http://www.toronto-crimestoppers.com/.

 

 

http://www.toronto-crimestoppers.com/
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G U N S
WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

CALL 416-343-GUNS (4867) or
e-mail: ReportingGuns@torontopolice.on.ca

TORONTO POLICE SERVICE
URBAN ORGANIZED CRIME SQUAD TIP LINE

. Guaranteed confidentiality

. No call display

. Remain anonymous (if you wish)

THE LIFE YOU SAVE COULD 
BE YOUR OWN!
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MAJOR ARRESTS 

 
 

ELDER ABUSE 
    
   

Arrested and investigated by Members of No. 53 Division. 

During the period from 2005 to 2008, a female suspect had been employed by a female victim as a 
live-in-caregiver with the responsibility of cashing the victim’s cheques.  Recently, it came to the 
attention of the family members of the victim that approximately $40,000.00 has gone missing from 
the victim’s bank account in the past two months.  Subsequent to the investigation, the suspect was 
identified and on December 2, 2008, suspect was arrested.  At the time of the arrest, suspect was 
found to be in possession of stolen and forged cheques belonging to the victim.  The investigation is 
continuing.  

Charged with fraud over $5000, uttering a forged document, forgery and possession of property 
obtained by crime under $5000 is Gracia LUCZON, 31 years of Toronto. She was held for a show 
cause hearing at College Park Courts to answer to the charges. 

 
    

ATTEMPT BREAK & ENTER 
 
 
On Thursday December 4th 2008 at 4:25am a resident on MacPherson Ave noticed that the 
back gate to his property was open. The shadow of a male was also seen lurking around 
the front door of his premise. 
 
The complainant called the police and then he armed himself with a broom fearing the 
suspect would actually gain entry. 
 
Police responded and observed the suspect at the front door of the residence. 
  
The suspect was arrested and at the time refused to identify himself to the officers.  
He was transported to 53 Division for further investigation. 
 
Charged with prowl by night, attempt break & enter and fail to comply with probation 
is Ryan SALZMANN, 27 years of Toronto. He was held for a show cause hearing at 
College Park Courts to answer to the charges. 
 

 
 



53 Division 
Community Bulletin, Jan 2009 
 

 

53 Division  *  75 Eglinton Ave West  *  416-808-5300  *  Toronto Ontario  *  M4R 2G9 9

 
 
 

Man faces 13 charges in sexual assault 
investigation 
Adrian Teodorescu, 65 years. 
Photograph of suspect released. 
 
 
 
On Friday, December 26, 2008, police started an investigation into an 
alleged sexual assault. 
 
It is alleged that  the suspect is a professional boxing coach and 
the victim, a 21-year-old-woman was a student.  
 
Between Friday, February 1, 2008 and Wednesday, December 24, 2008, the suspect sexually 
assaulted the victim. 
 
Adrian Teodorescu, 65, of Toronto, has been charged with: 
 
1) Forcible Confinement, 
2) Eight counts of sexual assault, 
3) Threatening Death, 
4) Assault, 
5) Forcible Confinement, 
6) Criminal Harassment. 
 
The suspect appeared in College Park Courts to answer to the charges. 
 
Police believe there may be other victims. 
 
Anyone with information is asked to contact police at 416-808-5300, Crime Stoppers anonymously at 
416-222-TIPS (8477), online at www.222tips.com, or text TOR and your message to CRIMES 
(274637). 
 
Constable Tony Vella, Public Information, for Detective Robert Ermacora, 53 Division 

 
 

 
Above: Adrian Teodorescu, 
65, charged in sexual assault 
investigation 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.torontopolice.on.ca/newsreleases/displayfile.php?id=4746�
http://www.222tips.com/
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BREAK & ENTER 

 
 
On Tuesday December 23rd 2008, shortly after midnight the two suspects attended a 
Condominium building on Elm Avenue.  
 
 
They gained access to the building and made their way to the laundry room. Using the 
pry bar and wire they had brought with them, they began to break into the coin-
operated washing machines.  
 
 
They were successful in removing a large amount of change from the machines. 
As they were leaving the laundry room, they were confronted by one of the residents of 
the building at which time they both fled the building. 
 
 
Police were called and the two were arrested a short distance away, still in 
possession of the pry bar, wire and a large amount of change. 
 
Both suspects were transported to 53 Division for further investigation. 
 
Charged with break & enter, mischief under $5000.00 and possession of a coin-operated 
device break in instrument is Gleason LESSARD, 39 years of no fixed address and 
Gordon REA, 52 years of Toronto. They were both held for a show cause hearing at 
College Park Courts to answer to the charges. 
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MAJOR NEWS RELEASES 
 

Robbery (Mugging) - 53 Division 

A 16 year old male reports that on December 05, 2008 at approximately 2305 hours, he was in the 
vicinity of St.Clair Avenue West and Russell Hill Road when he was approached by two male suspects 
wearing disguises.  One of the suspects produced a knife and made a demand for the victim’s cellular 
phone.  The victim complied.  The suspects fled the scene in an unknown direction.  No injuries were 
sustained by the victim.  Police are requesting the assistance of the public in identifying the following 
described persons in connection with this offence.  Description of Suspect #1 & #2:  Male, white, 16 
to 19 years, 6’0”, 209 pounds, large build. 

 

 

 
Public Safety Alert 

Unauthorized man found in school. 
 
 

The Toronto Police Service would like to make the public aware of the following safety 
concern. 
 
On Tuesday, December 9, 2008, it was reported that  sometime between 11:30 a.m. and noon, 
an unauthorized man was observed inside Maurice Cody Public School, 364 Belsize Drive, 
taking a picture of a young female student. 
 
The suspect is described as white, wearing blue jeans and a brown toque. 
 
School administrators were notified immediately and appropriate actions were taken. 
Police are asking parents to be vigilant in speaking with their children about personal safety 
plans and who to notify in emergency situations. 
 
Anyone with information is asked to contact police at 416−808−5300, Crime Stoppers 
anonymously at 416−222−TIPS (8477), online at www.222tips.com, or text TOR and your 
message to CRIMES (274637). 
Constable Wendy Drummond, Public Information, for Detective Steve McILwain, 53 Division 
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Robbery (Mugging) - 53 Division 

A 73 year old male reports that on December 9, 2008 between 1415 hours and 1430 hours, he was in 
a public washroom in the area of Don Mills Road and Thorncliffe Park Drive when he observed three 
males exiting a washroom stall.  Two of these males were assaulting the third male.  One of the 
suspects produced a can of pepper spray and sprayed this male.  The suspect then turned towards the 
victim and sprayed him in the face.  The two suspects and the third male fled the scene in an 
unknown direction.  The victim sustained minor injuries and went to a health clinic for treatment.  
Police are requesting the assistance of the public in identifying the following described persons in 
connection with this offence.  Description of Suspect #1: Male, black, 17 to 19 years, 5’5” to 5’8”, 134 
to 145 pounds, thin build.  Suspect #2:  Male, black, 17 to 19 years, 5’5” to 5’7”, 141 to 150 pounds, 
thin build. 

 

 

 

 

Robbery (Mugging) - 53 Division 

A 15 year old male reports that on December 11, 2008 at about 1520 hours he was walking in the 
vicinity of Chaplin Cres and Eglinton Avenue West when he was approached by two male suspects. The 
suspects demanded cash. The victim complied. The suspects fled the scene southbound towards 
Forest Hill Memorial Arena. No injuries were sustained by the victim. Police are requesting the 
assistance of the public in identifying the following described persons in connection with this offence.  
Description of Suspect #1: Male, white, 16 to 18 years, 5’6” to 5’8”. Suspect #2: 
Male, white, 16 to 18 years, 5’6”, 174 pounds, heavy build. 

 

 

 

Robbery (Mugging) - 53 Division 

A 16 year old male reports that on December 12, 2008 at about 1520 hours he was in the vicinity of 
Eglinton Avenue East and Mount Pleasant Road when he was approached by two male suspects. The 
suspects demanded cash and indicated that they would stab the victim, although no weapon was 
seen. The victim complied. The suspects fled the scene southbound on Mount Pleasant Road. No 
injuries were sustained by the victim. Police are requesting the assistance of the public in identifying 
the following described persons in connection with this offence.  Description of Suspect #1: Male, 
white, 17 to 22 years, 6’0” to 6’1”, 174 pounds, medium build. Suspect #2: Male, black, 17 to 22 
years, 5’9” to 5’10”, 174 pounds, medium build.  
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Robbery (Business) - 53 Division 

A 29 year old female employee of Coffee time, 574 Eglinton Avenue West, reports that on December 
14, 2008 at approximately 0338 hours, two male suspects, wearing disguises and armed with a 
hammer and a knife, entered the premises.  The suspects approached the counter and made a 
demand for cash.  The victim complied.  The suspects then fled the scene northbound on Gilgorm 
Road.  No injuries were sustained by the victim.  Police are requesting the assistance of the public in 
identifying the following described persons in connection with this offence.  Description of Suspect #1: 
Male, white, 15 to 25 years, 5’8”.  Suspect #2: Male, white, 15 to 25 years, 5’7”. 

 

 

 

Robbery (Mugging) - 53 Division 

A 21 year old male reports that on December 14, 2008 at approximately 0330 hours, he was walking 
in the area of Eglinton Avenue West and Chaplin Crescent, when a male suspect exited a vehicle and 
approached him.  The suspect knocked the victim to the ground, removed his cell phone from his 
pocket and fled the scene in an unknown direction.  A short distance away, the victim was approached 
by two male suspects, wearing disguises.  One of the suspects was armed with a hammer.  The 
suspects made a demand for the victim to empty his pockets.  The victim complied.  The suspects fled 
the scene with a quantity of cash in an unknown direction.  The victim sustained minor injuries but 
refused medical attention.  Police are requesting the assistance of the public in identifying the 
following described persons in connection with this offence.  Description of Suspects #1 to #3: Male, 
17 to 22 years. NO FURTHER DESCRIPTION AVAILABLE. 

 

 
 

Robbery (Mugging) - 53 Division 

A 16 year old male reports that on December 18, 2008 at approximately 1205 hours he was in the 
area of Roehampton Avenue and Eglinton Avenue East when he was approached by two male 
suspects.  One suspect made a demand for cash and asked the victim to empty his pockets.  The 
victim did not comply.  The second suspect also made a demand that the victim empty his pockets.  
The victim did not comply.  The suspects fled the scene empty handed in an unknown direction.  No 
injuries were sustained by the victim.  Police are requesting the assistance of the public in identifying 
the following described persons in connection with this offence.  Description of Suspect #1: Male, 16 
years, 5’10”. NO FURTHER DESCRIPTION AVAILABLE.  Suspect #2:  Male, 16 years, 5’9”.  NO 
FURTHER DESCRIPTION AVAILABLE. 
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”Have Your Say” 
 

 
In 2008, the Toronto Police will be producing its Environmental Scan. This 
document is an assessment and review of major issues and trends and it is used 
by the Police Services Board, Chief of Police, and Deputies to set the priorities 
and goals in the Service's Business Plan. Public consultations are a very 
important part of the environmental scanning process. You are not asked for your 
identity and your answer will be added to the information reported in the Scan, 
helping to set the Service's priorities for the next few years. 

 
 
 

These surveys are designed to find out how you feel about certain issues. New 
surveys will appear every three weeks. The results of the previous survey will be 
available on our Surveys page. Your participation is appreciated. 
 
 
Simply go to the Toronto Police Service web site at                               
www.torontopolice.on.ca. Then click on the “ Have Your Say Fill Out Our Surveys” 
box. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.torontopolice.on.ca/
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Most Recent Results 
 
 

Have Your Say – November 17, 2008 to December 7, 2008 
These surveys are designed to find out how you feel about certain issues. New surveys will appear every three 
weeks. The results of the previous survey will be available on our Surveys page. Your participation is appreciated. 
 
1. In general, what do you think about having police officers assigned to schools?  
  I think it's a very good idea   50.8% 
  I think it's okay   42.4% 
  I think it's a bad idea   3.4% 
  I think it's a very bad idea   3.4% 
 
 
2. Do you think that having police officers in schools will help to deal with any problems there?  
  yes   79.7% 
  no   20.3% 
 
 
3. Do you think that having police officers in schools will make the schools safer?  
  yes   76.3% 
  no   23.7% 
 
 
4. Do you think that having police officers in schools will help build relationships between young people 
and police?  
  yes   81.4% 
  no   18.6% 
 
 
5. Do you live and/or work in Toronto?  
  yes, I live in Toronto   32.2% 
  yes, I work in Toronto   11.9% 
  yes, I live and work in Toronto   49.2% 
  no   6.8% 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



53 Division 
Community Bulletin, Jan 2009 
 

 

53 Division  *  75 Eglinton Ave West  *  416-808-5300  *  Toronto Ontario  *  M4R 2G9 16

 

 

Have Your Say – December 8, 2008 to January 4, 2009 
These surveys are designed to find out how you feel about certain issues. The results of the previous survey will be 
available on our Surveys page. Your participation is appreciated. 
 
1. Are you aware of the Festive R.I.D.E. Program?  
  yes   91.2% 
  no   8.8% 
  I am not sure  
 
 
2. What measures do you take, if any, to avoid drinking and driving? (check all that apply)  
  designated driver   35.3% 
  take a taxi   29.4% 
  take other public transit   32.4% 
  don't drink alcohol   67.6% 
  only drink at home   35.3% 
  make arrangements to stay overnight   26.5% 
  walk   20.6% 
  I do not take any measures   5.9% 
  other   14.7% 
 
 
3. What safety precautions do you typically take when shopping? (check all that apply)  
  holding purse close to your body/wallet in front pocket of pants   73.5% 
  not leaving purchases unattended   91.2% 
  asking security to accompany you to your car at night   5.9% 
  avoiding darkened hallways/secluded bathrooms   29.4% 
  parking in a well lit area   50.0% 
  locking your purchases in your car, away from public view   73.5% 
  taking precautions at bank machines (P.I.N. protection, awareness of surroundings, etc.)  

 97.1% 
  shopping with someone else   35.3% 
  ensuring your vehicle is locked   79.4% 
  other   26.5% 
  none  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What safety precautions do you typically take when shopping on the Internet? (check all that apply)  
  confirming the legitimacy/reputation of the on-line vendor   82.4% 
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  using a seperate credit card with a low fixed limit   26.5% 
  keeping track of purchases   67.6% 
  ensuring the website is a secure site    76.5% 
  keeping anti-virus/firewall/anti-spyware software up to date   73.5% 
  checking privacy policy on website   47.1% 
  other   23.5% 
  none  
 
 
 
 
 
5. Do you live or work in Toronto?  
  yes, I live in Toronto   29.4% 
  yes, I work in Toronto   8.8% 
  yes, I live and work in Toronto   47.1% 
  no   14.7% 
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CRIME PREVENTION TIP OF THE MONTH 
POLICE CONSTABLE RICK LANGSTONE #6281 

416-808-5337 
www.richard.langstone@torontopolice.on.ca 

 
 

 
 

YOU CAN PROTECT 
YOURSELF     

 

A number of prevention measures can be taken so that your risk of becoming a 
victim is minimized.  We strongly recommend that the12-step program listed on 
the reverse, which specifically addresses this crime problem, is followed by all 
members of your household. 

 

DON’T BE AN EASY TARGET 
 

 Lock your windows and doors, especially basement windows, rear ground floor 
windows and patio doors.   

 

 Most windows can be pinned for security by drilling a 3/16” hole on a slight downward 
slant through the inside window frame and halfway into the outside frame – place a 
nail/pin in the hole to secure the window.   

 

 Sliding glass doors/windows can be lifted out of their tracks with relative ease.  Install 
self-tapping screws in the upper track that allow the door/window to slide into place.  
Place a piece of wood into the bottom track – this will resist lateral forcing. 
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 Maintain control of your vehicle keys at all times, both at and away from home.    Do 
not place them in routine and usual locations, e.g. foyers, kitchen counters or in purses. 

 

 Leave a ground floor light and radio on during the night. 
 

 Consider placing a cellular telephone in your bedroom in event that your telephone 
lines are tampered with.  Call 911 if you hear an intruder in your home.  DO NOT 
CONFRONT INTRUDERS. 

 

 If you have a garage, use it to park your car and lock it.  If you do not have a garage or 
can not park in it and have more than one car, always park the most expensive one 
ahead of the other one. 

 

 Participate in the ‘LIGHT THE NIGHT’ crime prevention initiative in 53 Division, by 
joining with your neighbours in leaving all of your exterior lights on all night.  
Increased night-time illumination will act as a natural deterrent to these offenders who 
utilize the cover of darkness to their full criminal advantage.  Additionally, position a 
motion detector light in your driveway and at the rear of your home.  

 
 If your home has an alarm system, arm the perimeter portion during the night while 

you are asleep. 
 

 Ensure that your home alarm panel is not visible from exterior doors or windows, by 
moving it or covering it.  It is important that potential intruders do not know that the 
alarm system is on or off. 

 
 Invest in a cellular based vehicle tracking system for your car.  This is very important, 

as it will allow the police to locate your car and possibly arrest those responsible if your 
car is stolen.  As the offenders are obtaining the car keys, anti-theft car devices, such as 
alarms and car-disabling locks for ignition, fuel and other systems are being defeated.  
Note: cars fitted with a tracking system are typically eligible for auto insurance 
discounts as well. 

 
 Be aware of suspicious persons and vehicles in your neighbourhood, especially in the 

evening and overnight hours and report suspicious activities immediately to the police. 
 

 

Please contact the 53 Division Crime Analyst at 416-808-5303 or the Crime Prevention Officer 
at 416-808-5337, if more information is required. 
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COMMUNITY ALERT / BUSINESS ALERT 
 

53 Division offers a service via the internet to help keep the public informed and it’s simple to 
subscribe to. 

 

Simply log onto the Toronto Police Web Site at:  www.torontopolice.on.ca 

In the left hand margin, click on police stations. 

On the right hand side of the page, click on 53 Division. 

On the top right. Click on Sign - up for Community Bulletin and follow the instructions. 

 

Once you send your message to subscribe. You will get a message bounced back to you. This is to 
confirm that you were the intended subscriber. You MUST answer this message to allow the 
system to send you messages. 

 

NOTE: You can remove your e-mail address at anytime. 

 

For further information, please feel free to contact the 53 Division Crime Prevention Officer, 
Police Constable Rick Langstone #6281 at 416-808-5337 or at  

www.richard.langstone@torontopolice.on.ca 

 

 

http://www.torontopolice.on.ca/
http://www.richard.langstone@torontopolice.on.ca/
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TPS LINKSTPS LINKS

Police and Community Automated Notification Police and Community Automated Notification 
SystemSystem

Pilot projectPilot project
32 & 53 Division32 & 53 Division

 
 

Starting in January of 2009. 53 and 32 Divisions will be the pilot divisions for the 
new “TPS LINKS” System. This system will now replace the old                       
“AUTO DIALLER”. In the near future you will be notified of the procedure for 
signing up for the new system. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the transition. Please contact the 53 Division Crime Prevention 
Officer at 416-808-5337 or via e-mail at richard.langstone@torontopolice.on.ca 
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53 DIVISION COMMUNITY RESPONSE UNIT 

53 Division’s Annual Crossing Guard Festive Luncheon 
 

 
 
This year’s annual crossing guard luncheon was held on Friday December 12th, 2008.  As in past years it was very popular and 
well attended.  Once again Constable Wai Lau, 53 Division’s School Crossing Guard Coordinator did an excellent job preparing 
the event and is to be congratulated on another successful year for the program.  Constable Lau is without a doubt tasked with 
one of the more challenging portfolios at 53 Division having to manage an impressive 57 crossing locations and 63 full and part-
time guards. 

 

 
The luncheon provides a great opportunity to recognize and thank our crossing guards.  Crossing guards are entrusted with the 
safety of our precious children ensuring that they make it to and from school safely.  On a daily basis our guards have an 
important and challenging responsibility in dealing with traffic, congested streets and speeders.  They stoically cover their posts 
regardless of the inclement weather such as snow, rain, and freezing temperatures.  Their hard work and dedication is truly 
appreciated by 53 Division.  Please be sure to take the time to meet and thank your local crossing guards for their important 
work.   
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On Tuesday, December 16th, 2008, 53 Division Street Crime Unit officers Mele and Austin hosted the first annual 
Empowered Student Partnership Hockey Challenge. The ice hockey game was between the 53 Division police 
officers and the Forest Hill Collegiate Falcons. 
 
The goals of the event were promote a positive image of the police, continue to build a sense of pride and ownership 
for the school and community and raise money for the ESP committee to implement drinking and driving safety 
initiatives.  
 
Working with the ESP committee our goals were achieved with the co-operation of valuable community 
organizations, our Toronto Police Service partners and corporate support. ProAction Cops & Kids provided a grant 
to fund the event. 
 
MADD Canada and the Ontario Council against Drinking and Driving participated in the event setting up 
information booths in the main lobby of the arena. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Several Toronto Police Service booths were set up including the Employment, Traffic Services, and Community 
Mobilization units. The Mounted Unit staged the horses out-front the main entrance. Also present was the Chief’s 
Ceremonial Unit and uniform and auxiliary officers from 53 Division. 
 
Corporate highlights  include donated ice time by Larry Grossman Arena, McDonalds Canada donated free meal 
vouchers, the Hockey Hall of Fame free admission passes and the Larry Grossman Pro Shop donated signed Paul 
Coffey hockey sticks. 
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Chief Blair attended the event and much to the delight of those in attendance, Nick Kyproes, a former NHL player, 
was the guest referee.  
 
The event was a great success receiving positive media attention and selling over 475 tickets.  Funds to support the 
Forest Hill Collegiate ESP Committee to implement drinking and driving initiatives were raised. Based on the 
incredible feedback from all those in attendance we anticipate this will be an annual event. 
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TOY & FOOD DRIVE 

 

  
 

As mentioned in last month’s bulletin 53 Division organized a food and toy drive in partnership with the Daily Food Bank and 
the Salvation Army.  Both initiatives were very successful.   
 
Police Constable Lou Whitfield of 53 Division’s D Platoon is to be congratulated on his initiative in forming a partnership with 
the Daily Food Bank and overseeing the food drive.   

 
 

 
We are also very pleased with the results of our toy drive especially considering our challenging economic climate.  
Unfortunately, we have all heard several disappointing stories in which companies have had to cut back on their donations to 
charities.  However, I’m pleased that a number of our community members came to the rescue of this worthy cause and donated a 
generous quantity of toys.  53 Division would like to thank all of you that contributed especially our two largest contributors, 
Canadian Tire and the tenants at 18 Concord Place.   
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53 Division Community Police Liaison 
Committee 

 
 
New Year is a time for Action! 
  
Happy New Year to all!  As we usher in the New Year we are thankful that Toronto is a safe city, but we 
are reminded again that unacceptable incidents of gun violence continue.  What can we do about this? As 
citizens we can actively support the Mayor’s call for the Parliament of Canada to ban the private 
ownership of handguns.  You can add your name to the City of Toronto's petition for a Canada-wide 
handgun ban.  The link to the petition is: http://www.toronto.ca/handgunban/index.htm 
 
As neighbours we can be actively involved by reporting incidents and safety concerns.   As residents we 
can support police officers building meaningful relationship with the communities they serve.  And we can 
take opportunities to become more informed about these things. 
 
You are all cordially invited to come and visit 53 Division (located at the corner of Duplex and Eglinton) on 
Sunday, January 11.  Staff Inspector Larry Sinclair and the Community Police Liaison Committee will be 
hosting the 53 Division’s 5th annual New Year’s Levee, on Sunday January 11, 2009 between 12:00 noon 
and 4:00pm. Station tours will be held along with crime prevention and educational displays. 
Refreshments will be provided. 

The next CPLC meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 20 at 7.00pm at 53 Division. The main topic 
discussed will be ways of getting youth involved in community safety and crime prevention.  

Our CPLC welcomes your input with any questions and concerns on community safety issues from all 
parts of the Division.  Please call Debbie Sands-Soderstrom at 416 808-5319. 

Thank you 
 
Geoff Kettel 
Community Co-Chair  
53 Division CPLC 
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53 Division 
Community Bulletin, Jan 2009 
 

 

53 Division  *  75 Eglinton Ave West  *  416-808-5300  *  Toronto Ontario  *  M4R 2G9 28

 
 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
 

January 2009 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 
New Years Day 

2 3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
53 Div’s Stn Levee 

12 noon – 4:00 pm 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20   
CPLC 
Meeting 

7:00 pm at 
53 Div. 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

 25 
 

26 
Chinese New 
Year (Ox) 

 27 
 

28 
OAS/CPP 
Payment Date 

29 30 31 

       
 

UP COMING EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY 
 

  
14th  February  Valentine’s Day 
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING A SCHOOL CROSSING 

GUARD? 
 
The School Crossing Guard Co-ordinator for 53 Division is  
Police Constable Wai Lau #3765. 
 

Please contact 
 

416 808-5327 Office 
 

or e-mail: 
 

Wai.Lau@torontopolice.on.ca 
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